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A couple transitions from Spanish
Mediterranean to spare and sleck.

BY CAROLYNE ZINKO
PHOTOGRAPHED BY PAUL DYER

Empry nesters often wane ro downsize, bur a mid-Peninsula
couple working wich Palo Aleo incerior designer Barry
Johnson didn't go smaller. They wanced him co help their
fancy rake flighe. The couple, whose home |ohnson had
styled a dozen years ago, enjoyed the process so much
thar when their kids were grown, tl'lc)' enlisted him
for their nexe project, which swung 180 degrees froma
Mediterrancan abode into a modern direcrion. Unusually,
it wasn't nn|_\ Barry Johnson Dresign Inc that was called in
from the previous project. burt the same archicece, Judich
Matringly, of Marcingly Thaler, the same builder, che
Farrell Company, and che same landscape archicecr, Bayer
Garden Design, too. “We'd sort of proved ourselves the firse
time around,” Johnson quips

Whercas the previous home fearured warm rones, the

new home, for a new decade, is hright and whire. *1 don'

know if it's che era)” Johnson says, “bur chey waneed a fresh
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.1ppru.uh—minimj|. and to have the project \I"lL‘.ll{ abour the

arcwork.” Walls in the 5.700-square-foor house are of Venerian
FIJ\'[t‘r" Lll)‘)r\' :lnl{ \"1‘1‘{{\\'|‘rk are p'.lin[L‘l{ a L'rL‘:lmr\‘ warm
Benjamin Moore ivory white; and off-white cerrazzo flooring
is used boch indoors and our. Color, meanwhile, is largely
in[rﬂl{ll(L‘L{ n [hE L'.lrpt‘[\" .1r[\\'!‘rli .lnl{ accones, Jnll '.i‘r L!‘Iﬂr
and rexture, cach bathroom conrains slabs of exoric stone, such
as iTll:lr[Zi[t‘ '.lnl{ |‘n} X I[‘ht‘ mascer h:‘[h‘ l{ﬂnL‘ in sea grL‘L‘n‘ h'.l\'

an oucdoor shower and privace g.ln.lrn. The one-level home

Clockwise from rop lef:
‘The entry hall fearuresa
seulpeure by Bill Barrere
and 2 Seed Cloud
chandelicr from Coup
[¥erat, San Francisco;
the living room is
enlivened by bold Iy hued

couches and carpets and

on the dining room wall
aview of the back yard.
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From top: The home
offers indoor-
outdoar living to
allow its owners to
rake advantage of
the mild Norchern
California climare;
awinding saircase
by a Seartle firm

was so lage ithad

to be transported
from Washingron to
Californiain sections
in an open-bed truck.

also has ement-making, swirling staircase by NK

Woodworking of Seartle thar rakes occupantsup toa
crow's nest of a room used for yoga. The floor chere is
stained black, for contrase and surprise.

Silver rraverrine was used for the exterior and
interiors (sourced by Da Vinci marble in Iraly and
cur by Sricks N Srones in San Carlos). It's found on
the fin:p|:u:c and kitchen cnery hall to lend visual
incerest and neurral warmeh. Whole wall headboards
in the bedrooms were creared by Exoric Hardwoods
and Veneers in Oakland, while Fox Marble in San
Francisco fabricared all quarezice and onyx for each
bachroom. Solar panels, LED lighting and in-floor
heating are nods to energy efficiency. “They were

truscing, smart, cngmgﬁ{ clienes who waneed a fresh,

clean, modern look for the home.” Johnson says. “They

were very open to colorful are and exciting lighting”
The couple had a preexisting are collection buc
acquired new pieces for che new home wich Tom
O'Connor of O'Connor & Associares Arr Advisors
in San Francisco. Among the more interesting picces.

notes Johnson, is 2 commissioned work by Mads
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Clackwise from top lefe: Whole wall headbaards in the bedraoms
were ereared by Exaric Hardwoods and Vencers in Ok land for
the hameowners, wha enjoy the warmeh of the maverial; Fox
Marble of San Carlas provided and Fabricated all quarcice and
anyx for cach bath room, to stunning ¢ ffect: the master bathroom
lets the ourdoors in with glass walls and a patio with  suceulenc
wall;a viewof the staircase, which leads to a yoga room.

Christensen, an ever-changing LED arework—a
multimedia |i5hl sculpmrc—rl’mr can be sec
with a remorte to attecr the speed of both
change and intensiey. “Thar, for this Silicon
Valley client, was fascinaring.” Johnson says.

A gas Kalamazoo pizza oven ourdoors
and a S—an SJ“cy sink in the kirchen
indoors assist che vegerarian couple in cheir
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entercaining effores, which revolve around

pizza- and pasta-making, Johnson says, In

the backyard, Johnson eschewed a swimming
pnnl in favor of tnmc[hing more archirecrural
“There’s a reflecting pool, racher than a

swimming pool.” he savs. “Since we were doing

1 modern house, it would spcnk o midccnrur_v.

I think thar makes chis house interesting” o
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